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Summary

Japanese red maple (Acer pycnanthum K. Koch) is an endangered species which has a limited distribution in central
Honshu, Japan. We investigated the current distribution, area of individual sites, population size, landform, and
conservation status of Japanese red maple sites at the Shimoina district in Nagano prefecture. Also, the results were
compared with those of 41 sites in the Kiso and Toki river valleys. In the Shimoina district, there were 12 Japanese red
maple sites, and at least 353 individuals grew. The landform was all seepage except for the sites where the original
landforms were unknown due to development. The distribution of the Shimoina populations is limited in a very small
area and located at higher elevation compared to that of the Kiso and Toki populations. Area of individual sites in
Shimoina was small, usually <1ha.This characteristic is similar to populations in the Kiso and Toki river valleys. In
Shimoina, there were two sites which were conserved as natural monuments. In addition, three sites were conserved
voluntarily by land owners and a local conservation group. There are no such sites in the Kiso and Toki river valleys.
Yet most of the sites in Shimoina, and Kiso and Toki river valleys are not conserved. Thus, we should continue to

encourage conservation work.
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